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 When we hold our August 25 MCRW General Meeting, 

we will only be 77 days until the important November 8 

General Election. That means that we will have a busy few 

months ahead of us. You will be needed to work to get our 

Republican candidates elected.

 The MCRW Board of Directors is committed to working 

toward the goal of getting all Republican candidates 

elected. But we have decided that we will be dedicated to 

working on our Associate Member Jay Wright’s campaign 

to be elected to the 9th Court of Appeals. We will be 

signing our members up to work ay the polls for him. We 

ask that you be as generous with your time as possible.

 I recently attended the Texas Federation of Republican 

Women Board of Director’s meeting and learned that 

TFRW members have been very active political. Since the 

beginning of they year, TFRW members have volunteered 

1,582,922 political activities hours. If members were paid 

at the minimum wage rate, that would be $11,476,184.50 

work of work. Well done!

 Thank you to all of you who have been reporting your 

volunteer hours. You are proving that MCRW members 

have been very busy. Unfortunately, many of you have not 

been submitting your hours to us. In this newsletter, you will 

find a partial checklist of activities that count as volunteer 

hours. Take a look at that list and keep track of activities 

that you do. And remember to report those hours to us 

quarterly.

 River Plantation Golf Club has notified us that the cost 

of our meals has increased to $25 per plate. The cost to 

our members will be $25 if paying by cash or check. The 

cost of payment by credit card will have to increase to 

$27.42 so that we may recover credit card fees. I am 

sure you have all noticed how the cost of food items has 

increased at the grocery store. River Plantation has had 

increased food costs, but also has had to recoup the 

increased costs of linen rental. After checking the lunch 

costs at other Republican Women’s Clubs in the area, I 

think we are still receiving good value for our fees.

 On July 28, the United States House of Representatives 

unveiled Congressman Kevin Brady’s official portrait 

in the House Ways and Means Room. Several MCRW 

members attended the event. In addition to the 

portrait unveiling ceremony, Congressman Brady’s 

office provided guests with tickets to the Congressional 

Baseball game and to a party after the game. Guests 

were also given red shirts to wear to the game and 

baseball hats. I enjoyed the entire day—well not the little 

while when it rained during the baseball game. Many 

Congressmen attended the portrait unveiling and had 

wonderful things to say about Congressman Brady. As 

you know, Congressman Kevin Brady is retiring after this 

year. His district has been divided into 2 sections. District 

8 will hopefully be represented by Marcus Luttrell and 

District 2 will hopefully be represented by Congressman 

Dan Crenshaw. We will all have to cast our votes for our 

Republican candidates on November 8.

 I look forward to seeing you at our August 25 meeting.

Alice Melancon
President
alice.mcrw@gmail.com
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 Charles Melancon spent 
42 years in the oil industry 
as a technical professional 
and manager. He 
graduated from LSU 
College of Engineering 
with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering and was 
subsequently employed 
by an oil service company 
and then by three 
different major oil and gas 
companies for 35 years. 
His career includes twelve 
years as a technical 
engineer in upstream 
production equipment 
design, site manager, 

Program
Suzanne Adams

in both field operations 
and offshore oil and gas 
production projects. This 
experience was followed 
as a Project Manager 
of various oil and gas 
developments for offshore 
projects in both domestic 
U.S. and international 
developments.
 
 Examples of projects 
successfully completed 
were numerous 
developments including 
platforms and pipelines 
on the US Gulf of Mexico 
continental shelf, facilities 

for a major deep-water 
project in the US GOM, a 
large development with 
platforms, pipeline and 
onshore gas plant in the 
Mediterranean offshore 
Tunisia, and a mix of four 
platforms and two floating 
production facilities 
offshore Equatorial Guinea.

 Charles has a devoted 
wife and two successful 
children, one of whom 
is also in the oil industry, 
and four magnificent 
grandchildren. 

Charles Melancon
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June Meeting
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

MONTGOMERY COUNTY REPUBLICAN WOMEN
River Plantation Golf Club

June 23, 2022

 President Alice Melancon 

called the meeting to 

order at 11:30 a.m. with 50 

members and 10 guests 

present.  After the PRAYER 

led by Virginia Miller 

(Chaplain) and PLEDGES 

to our flags led by Sarah 

Kasprzak, Alice welcomed 

everyone.  She recognized 

elected officials, candidates 

for office and other guests.  

The May meeting MINUTES 

were approved as printed. 

The TREATURER’S REPORT was 

approved; it will be filed for 

financial review.

 In the PRESIDENT’S 

COMMENTS, Alice noted 

that, besides giving 

donations to Republican 

candidates who have 

opponents in the November 

election, MCRW is making 

monetary donations to the 

Hispanic Conservatives of 

Montgomery County, to 

God’s Garage, to Alexandra 

del Moral Mealer running 

for Harris County Judge, to 

the MC Sheriff’s Department 

and to three high school 

students for college 

scholarships.  She thanked 

everyone who supported 

our biennial fundraiser last 

October so that we could 

make these funds available.  

Alice stressed that we must 

show unity and support for 

our Republican candidates 

in the November election.

 In COMMITTEE REPORTS, 

Barbara Eddleman 

(Membership) stated that 

we have 115 full members, 

60 associate members, and 

one youth affiliate member. 

Concerning Caring for 

America projects, Alice 

reported that the CISD 

Rainbow Room (to which 

MCRW has made donations) 

helps approximately 600 

youths per month.  Our club 

is also supporting (with gift 

cards) a family who have 

escaped the ravages of 

the country of Ukraine and 

are settling in our area.  

Concerning Americanism, 

Virginia Miller presented a 

paper by some concerned 

graduates of West Point on 

the disturbing rogue conduct 

by the administration of 

West Point which rejects 

adherence to the longtime 

principles of that Academy, 

eroding the ethical 

education and character 

development of today’s 

cadets.  Alice reminded 

members about our Call to 

Action concerning the “Keep 

Nine Amendment” before 

the Congress by calling our 

U.S. Representatives from 

Texas and urging them to 

support this amendment 

to keep nine justices on our 

U.S. Supreme Court.  Pearl 

Maggio (Political Activities) 

urged members to note the 

additional volunteer hours 

which may be reported to 

TFRW and to get all volunteer 

hours in to her by the end of 

each month.  Kim Bailey has 

in her possession extra printed 

club directories available 
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for $5 each.  At this meeting 

young Republicans in our 

community were recognized.  

Alice asked those young 

people present to introduce 

themselves and tell where 

they attend school.  MCRW 

is encouraging more young 

people to join our club. 

 In UNFINISHED BUSINESS, 

Alice noted that Steve Toth is 

giving his MCRW donation to 

the MC Sheriff’s Department 

to be used for tactical 

equipment for emergency 

shooter situations.  Alice 

personally made an 

additional donation to the 

Sheriff’s Department to help 

them obtain a new canine 

for use in their investigations.  

Also, Alice announced that 

our three $1000 scholarship 

winners are Isabella Carlin 

of The Woodlands College 

Park High School, Anna Clair 

Holleman of The Woodlands 

High School, and Candice 

Perdue of Grand Oaks 

High School.  Candice was 

present at the meeting to 

receive her scholarship.  All 

three young ladies have 

outstanding resumes and 

are very deserving of these 

scholarships.  We are proud 

to recognize them and their 

accomplishments.

 In NEW BUSINESS, Alice 

noted that our CHAT 

meeting on June 28th will be 

at the Kasprzak home at 27 

East Grand Regency Circle 

in The Woodlands at 6:30 

p.m. to watch the movie 

“2000 Mules” concerning 

election fraud in the U.S.  

Those planning to attend 

must RSVP to Alice (mcrw.

alice@gmail.com) by 

4:00 p.m. on June 27th.  In 

addition, Alice announced 

that our two honorees for 

the Tribute to Women Dinner 

(Sept. 17 in Georgetown) 

are Barbara Eddleman and 

Lindsey Kasprzak.   The  

 Nominating Committee 

to select a slate of officers 

for next year was elected 

by paper ballot.  They are 

Suzanne Adams, Amy

Byers, Virginia Miller, 

Julia Morton, and Marisa 

Rummell.  Alternates are 

Stacey Evans and Lindsey 

Kasprzak.

 State Representative 

Steve Toth of HD15 in 

Texas was our PROGRAM 

Keynote Speaker.  He gave 

a very compelling talk 

on legislation as related 

to education in our Texas 

schools.  He stated that SB 

393 outlaws the teaching of 

Critical Race Theory as part 

of the school curriculum; 

however, he told us that 

school districts are presenting 

supplemental information 

to teach that theory and 

also allowing other related 

activities in our Texas schools.  

Representative Toth will 

introduce HB 3979 which will 

outlaw CRT in Texas schools 

in any manner. 

 

Other ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

There will be no MCRW 

meeting in July.

 TFRW Board of Directors 

Meeting will be July 15-16 in 

Georgetown.

 The next MCRW Board 

Meeting will be August 11th.

 The next MCRW General 

Meeting will be August 25th.

This meeting adjourned at 

1:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bettie Moss

Recording Secretary
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MCRW TO HONOR TWO MEMBERS AT
TFRW’S TRIBUTE TO WOMEN LUNCHEON

Alice Melancon

 Every 2 years, the Texas 

Federation of Republican 

Women hosts a luncheon to 

honor outstanding women 

from the local clubs. The 

number of honorees a club 

may honor is based on the 

local club’s membership. 

Clubs with 1-100 members 

may have 1 honoree, clubs 

with 101-200 members may 

have 2 honorees and clubs 

with over 200 members may 

have 3 honorees. Based 

on our club’s membership 

numbers, we will be allowed 

to honor 2 of our outstanding 

members. The luncheon 

will be held at the TFRW 

Board of Directors meeting 

in Georgetown on Sept. 17. 

You can purchase tickets on 

the TFRW website by clicking 

events.

 The Montgomery County 

Republican Club President 

chooses the honorees from 

our club based on what 

she has seen as outstanding 

service to our club. First, 

I would like those of you 

who have been a Tribute to 

Women honoree in the past 

to please raise your hand.

As you can imagine choosing 

this year’s honorees, has 

been a difficult task for me 

since we have so many 

women who have gone 

above and beyond the call 

of duty. But in the end, I 

have selected 2 outstanding 

women to be honored by 

our club. Please join me 

in congratulating our two 

Tribute to Women honorees, 

Barbara Eddleman and 

Lindsey Kasprzak.

BARBARA EDDLEMAN

 Barbara Eddleman, a 5th 

generation Texan, was born 

and raised in Slaton, a small 

town southeast of Lubbock. 

She is a graduate of Texas 

Tech University with a BBA 

in accounting and is an 

avid Red Raider fan. While 

attending Tech, Barbara met 

her husband, Neil. They have 

been married 48 years. They 

have one daughter, Angela, 

who lives in Magnolia with 

her husband, Drew and have 

two granddaughters, Abigail 

and Lucy.

 After 40 years in 

Accounting, Barbara 

retired from Standard Motor 

Products in 2019 working as 

an Accounting Manager for 

20 years. Neil and Barbara 

moved to Conroe in 2019 

from the DFW area to be 

closer to their daughter and 

her family.

 One of Barbara’s goals in 

retirement was to become 

involved in the Republican 

Party. After visiting several 

Republican Women’s clubs 

in the area, Barbara joined 

the Montgomery County 
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Republican Women’s Club 

which she considers the best 

club in Montgomery County! 

Members of the organization 

made her feel welcome and 

immediately involved her in 

the club’s activities. Barbara 

began volunteering at the 

registration desk for the club’s 

meetings. This led to Barbara 

being elected 2nd Vice 

President Membership. She 

has served Board Member 

at Large and is once again 

serving as 2nd Vice President 

of Membership.

 She encourages all new 

members to get involved in 

the club’s committees and 

finds serving in membership 

is great opportunity to meet 

people and make new 

friends who have the same 

goal, Keeping Texas Red!

LINDSEY KASPRZAK

 Lindsey Kasprzak is not only 

proud to call herself a Texan, 

but also a Houstonian. Her 

family history is not only deep 

in the heart of Texas, but deep 

in the heart of Houston since 

she’s a direct descendent of 

the Allen brothers.

 Lindsey has a passion for her 

State and for the Republican 

Party and wants to do 

everything she can to promote 

positivity and longevity to 

keep Texas red. She joined 

the Montgomery County 

Republican Women in 2019 

and immediately became 

involved campaigning during 

the 2020 election cycle 

and recently with the 2022 

primaries.

 In 2020, Lindsey was asked 

to serve on the Board of 

Directors of Montgomery 

County Republican Women as 

Graphics chairman. She also 

took on the responsibility of 

Website chairman during that 

term. Since that time, Lindsey 

has enthusiastically taken on 

any task asked of her. Lindsey 

now serves on the Board as 

Corresponding Secretary, 

Graphics chairman and 

website chairman. She has 

designed the club’s website, 

its logo, and its business 

cards.

 

 Lindsey stays informed 

about political activities 

by attending meetings 

for several Republican 

Women’s clubs and 

attending forums, town 

halls, and other political 

events. She often takes 

the information she has 

learned at these events 

and shares them with 

members of MCRW.

 Lindsey and her husband 

Bobby are the parents 

of Sarah, who even in 

elementary school is 

attending political events 

with her mother. Lindsey 

and Bobby often open 

their home for political 

events, hosting meet and 

greets along with hosting 

Montgomery County 

Republican Women’s club 

events. They have formed 

the Apricity Foundation 

as a way to give back to 

the community and to 

educate others about local 

groups and Republican 

based organizations that 

help the party grow.
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 Ladies, have you kept up with 
your political activities hours this 
summer?  Have you participated 
in poll workers or poll watchers 
training, election judge training, 
phone calling for the Abbott 
Campaign?  Remember all these 
hours count.

 The Texas Federation of 
Republican Women reported 
1,582,922 hours to the National 
Federation of Republican Women 
for the second quarter.  These 
hours are worth money.   At 
$7.50 per hour (minimum wage), 

Campaign Activities
Pearl Maggio

Members of our club generously provide the door prizes and the desserts for our monthly meetings. Many 
times, 2 members will split the cost of the dessert for the month.   If you wish to bring a door prize or a dessert, 
please contact either Daphney Skelton at daphneyskelton@gmail.com or 281-685-5251 or Kathli Rickli at 
kathyrickli@att.net or 281-705-5540.  

Hospitality
Kathy Rickli & Daphney Skelton

Caring for America
Pat Bruen

Thank you to all who so kindly 
donated to the Rainbow Room 
in Conroe. We are still collecting 
if you haven’t had a chance to 
donate and would like to up to and 
including August 25th, our meeting 
date. The Rainbow Room provides 
services to children identified 
by Child Protective services and 
adults in need from various Texas 

agencies. The services provided 
include clothing items and toiletry 
supplies, working with Meals 
on Wheels, coordinating with 
housing agencies and an array 
of other government bodies 
to determine how the needs 
of these people can be met. 
Bill Walton, the Rainbow Room 

representative, will attend our 
August 25th Luncheon meeting. 
We will present all items collected 
to him at that time. If you cannot be 
at the meeting and would like to 
donate toiletry items, underwear, 
socks, etc. or gift cards, please 
contact me , Pat Bruen at 281 419-
2279 or 281 825-7000.

this amounts to $311,476,184.50.  
These hours are important to our 
elected officials!  Montgomery 
County Republican Women 
reported 3,550 hours to TFRW.  
Sadly, this is far below what we 
submitted the first quarter.  Are 
you under reporting your hours?

 Congratulations to Kat Rummell 
who reported the most hours for 
MCRW.  Keep up the good work.
MCRW members: we need to get 
busy. The third quarter will end 
September 30, but you may give 
me your hours monthly if you like.   

 You may email me or give them 
to me at the meeting on August 
25. If you have hours that you 
have accumulated the first or 
second quarter and have not turn 
them in, you may do so now. 

 Early voting for the November 
election begins October 24, 
2022.  The last day for early 
voting is November 4, 2022, and 
election day is November 8, 2022.  
When MCRW members work, 
Republicans win.
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Americanism
Virginia Miller

Assault on The Fourth Amendment
To the U.S. Constitution

 This week, we are witnessing an 

unprecedented, truly unbelievable 

assault on the rights of an American 

citizen, one Donald J. Trump.  In the 

late afternoon of August 8, the FBI 

raided the former President’s private 

home in Mar-a-Lago, in West Palm 

Beach, Florida.  Eric Trump has stated 

that “20 cars and 30 agents” arrived 

with a search warrant, broke into 

the home safe, and removed some 

fifteen boxes of documents from the 

Trump home.

 Never in our history has the home 

of a former U.S. President been 

subjected to an FBI search.  While 

the Biden White House has denied 

any prior knowledge of the search 

warrant and raid, it is hard to imagine 

that such an act could happen 

without the approval of the sitting 

president.  

 It appears this action may well have 

been a violation of President Trump’s 

rights under the 4th Amendment of 

the United States Constitution.  It is 

important to know and understand 

exactly what our 4th Amendment 

means for every American citizen.  

As with all of the first ten amendments, 

it is part of the Bill of Rights.  It prohibits 

unreasonable search and seizure 

by the government, by setting 

requirements for the issuance of 

search warrants.  Warrants must:

 • Be issued by a judge or 

magistrate,

 • Be justified by probable 

cause,

 • Be supported by an oath or 

affirmation, and

 • Particularly describe both 

the Place to be searched, and the 

Person or Thing to be seized. This 

means that the warrant must list all 

items the government is searching 

for, and wishes to seize.

The 4th Amendment was introduced 

in Congress in 1789 by James 

Madison, submitted to the States for 

ratification in the same year, and 

officially became part of the U.S. 

Constitution on March 1, 1792.  

 There was little significant case law 

regarding the 4th Amendment prior 

to the 20th Century.  The case law 

since that time has dealt with three 

main issues:

 1. What government activities 

are deemed to be “searches and 

seizures”,

 2. What constitutes “probable 

cause” to justify a warrant for 

searches and seizures, and

 3. How to address violations of 

4th Amendment rights.

One way in which violations of the 4th 

Amendment is enforced is through 

the “exclusionary rule”.  This rule was 

established in the 1914 case, Weeks 

v. United States.

 The Exclusionary Rule comes up 

very often, when a search and 

seizure has occurred, as a challenge 

to the constitutionality of the search.  

If the judge presiding over the case 

determines that a search and/or 

seizure was in violation of the 4th 

Amendment, the judge can exclude 

evidence obtained during the 

search.  Evidence resulting from a 

violation is generally inadmissible in 

criminal trials.  This would include items 

seized during the search, but can also 

include evidence developed later, 

using the items seized.  This is known 

as “fruit from the poisonous tree”.

 As more facts become known about 

the Mar-a-Lago FBI raid, we will find 

out whether it was a legitimate search 

and seizure, or another blatant abuse 

of power by the Biden administration 

for political gain.  At this point, it 

appears to be a sequel to the long-

running disastrous Russian collusion 

hoax by the corrupt Democrat party.  

I believe they know the “Red Wave” is 

coming in November, and are totally 

desperate to discredit Trump.  I also 

believe this will backfire, just like the 

Coyote’s many attempts to catch 

the Roadrunner.

 Most frightening is the realization 

that our current administration 

is willing to do anything to keep 

President Trump from running again, 

and is also willing to suspend all due 

process guaranteed by our Bill of 

Rights, for those who support Trump.  

We currently have about 250 private 

citizens being held under charges 

related to the January 6 incidents 

at the Capitol.  Most if not all have 

been denied due process to some 

extent.  Ashli Babbit was murdered by 

a Capitol Police officer, who has not 

been, and likely will not be, charged 

with her death. If our FBI, CIA, and 

Washington Capitol Police can carry 

out these and other acts in violation 

of our bill of rights, even against the 

45th President, no private citizen is 

safe. 
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Legislation
Julia Morton

 On Sunday, August 7th, the 
U.S. Senate passed the Inflation 
Reduction Act. The vote was 
evenly split 50-50, and the tie 
was broken by Vice President 
Kamala Harris. This bill, in reality, 
does not reduce inflation but 
provides for massive spending 

for global warming issues - around 
$370 billion to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. The bill also raises 
taxes on larger corporations and 
provides for the hiring of 87,000 new 
IRS employees.

 The bill is soon to go to the U.S. 

House of Representatives. 
Please contact as many 
representatives as possible and 
urge them to vote no on this 
massive spending bill which 
does nothing to reduce inflation.

 I hope everyone enjoyed this 
time to reunite with family and 
friends and hoping you are 
energized for the months ahead.
We have two strong Hispanic 
groups whose emphasis is on 
loving America and teaching 
citizenship.
 Hispanic Conservatives of 
Montgomery County (HCMC) has 
been instrumental in pointing out 
the dangers of creeping socialism 
and this group has dedicated itself 
to conserve our American values. 
They understand the function of 
government and civic duties with 

pride. They meet monthly, are very 
active in community, and have 
developed an impressive following. 
For more information, contact 
Marianna Maguire, President 
(HCMC) 832-823-1891
   The second group is Alliance of 
New Americans founded by Dr. 
Marlen Tejeda.
I have been involved with this 
organization for twenty plus 
years. It is a nonprofit organization 
based in Conroe, Texas, that offers 
educational and community 
resources to new Latin American 
immigrant residents in Montgomery 

County.
 For over twenty-six years, the 
(ANA) has taught US Citizenship 
preparation classes to non-US 
citizens who are in process of 
becoming American Citizens. 
(ANA) is looking for volunteers 
(who will be trained and 
buddied up in the classroom) to 
teach citizenship classes.
 Teacher orientation is on 
Saturday, August 13th from 
10am – 12pm, location for 
orientation is at 1111 League 
Line Road, Suite 160, Conroe, 
Texas, 77303.

Community Engagement
Marisa Rummell

Hispanic Outreach
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PARLIAMENTARY 
POINTER
Pearl Maggio

Pro tem: 
A term 

meaning temporary

Treasurer’s 
Report

Mary Lea Kirk

The full treasurer’s report will be 
available at our August General 
Meeting. As of August 15, 2022, 
our bank balance was $35,555.05.

Volunteer for a candidate’s campaign
Attend a candidate’s Meet and Greet
Attend a candidate’s fundraiser
Volunteer at Republican Headquarters
Serve as a precinct chair
Make Get Out the Vote Phone Calls
Block Walk for a candidate
Attend school board meetings
Attend Commissioners’ Court meetings
Serve on a board or commission
Attend MCRW Board Meetings
Work on a MCRW committee
Attend MCRW meetings
Attend other political meetings or events
All of the time spent doing these activities and any travel time from 
the time you left your home until you returned home count as political 
volunteer hours.
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LUNCH PRICE
INCREASE

 River Plantation Golf Club 
has notified us that the cost 
of lunch at our meetings will 
increase to $25 per plate. 
We have all experienced 
the increased costs of 
goods at the grocery store, 
so we can understand that 
the cost of purchasing food 
items for our meals has also 
increased.

 Beginning with our August 
meeting, the price for lunch 

if paying by cash or check 
will be $25. If paying with 
credit card, either online or 
at the meeting, the price will 
be $$27.42 (which includes 
the fees to cover credit card 
fee).

 We have checked with 
other Republican Women’s 
clubs in the area and have 
found that our lunch fees are 
lower than most of the other 
clubs. As a matter of fact, 

some clubs require members 
to pay when they attend the 
meeting, whether they eat 
or not.

 Hopefully, our members 
can understand why the 
cost of lunch has gone up. If 
you have a question, please 
feel free to contact our 
president, Alice Melancon, 
at 713-410-4399 or at alice.
mcrw@gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP
Barbara Eddleman

 I hope everyone enjoyed 
their summer and stayed 
cool in this hot weather! It is 
time to turn toward fall and 
the November elections. 
It is imperative we keep 
Texas red . On the national 
level, we need to take 
back the House and the 
Senate in November with a 
HUGE red wave. We need 
to encourage everyone to 
vote, vote, vote! Beto would 
be a huge disaster for Texas. 
The Biden administration is 

destroying our country and a 
Red congress will make him 
a lame duck and hopefully 
less damaging until 2024. In 
order to accomplish this task, 
it begins with our members 
working and recruiting new 
members.

 We would like to host a 
membership social this fall. 
First, I am sure the members 
would like to “catch up” and 
visit with existing members in 
an informal atmosphere. Also, 

please bring your friends and 
potential new members for 
2023. We will begin renewing 
memberships in November. 
I would love to hear from 
you on locations and times 
that work best for you. You 
can contact me at the 
meeting when you check 
in, call or send me a text at 
214.289.6007 or send me an 
email at bgetexastech@
gmail.com.
Keep Texas Red!
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