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 I attended the Texas Federation of Republican 
Women’s Board of Directors’ Meeting and Lead-
ership Day in late January.  There was so much im-
portant information given to us that weekend.  The 
Leadership Day workshops were excellent and mem-
bers left with information that can be used to make 
their clubs more effective.  I recommend that as a 
member, you take advantage of what TFRW offers to 
you and make an effort to attend TFRW events.

 Another outstanding training event is coming up 
on March 15.  The Greater Houston Council of Feder-
ated Republican Women’s Clubs is sponsoring its Nuts 
‘.n Bolts workshop.  TFRW President Kit Whitehill will be 
the keynote speaker.  Once again, outstanding lead-
ership workshops will be presented.  Deadline for reg-
istration for the event is March 4.  A registration form 
is enclosed in this newsletter.  For more information 
about this event, please contact Pearl Maggio at 
pmaggio@consolidated.net or me, Alice Melancon, 
at 713-410-4399 or alice.mcrw@gmail.com.

 If we thought January was a busy month, then we 
will think February is a super busy month.  We began 
the month with an informative Candidates’ Forum on 
February 1.  On February 17, our Membership Social 
is on the Calendar, followed by our General Meeting 
on February 24.  In addition to these events, early vot-
ing is taking place.  Early voting begins on February 
14, with election day being March 1.  (You can find 
the dates in this newsletter.)

 A reminder about membership dues--all member-

ship renewals must be made by the deadline of 
March 1.  Those members who do not renew by 
March 1 will be removed from receiving TFRW 
emails and information.  In addition, after March 
30, MCRW will remove those who do not renew 
their MCRW dues from our email distribution.  That 
means that those who do not renew will no lon-
ger receive our newsletters or meeting announce-
ments.  So please, send in your membership renew-
als by March 1.  A membership form can be found 
in this newsletter. You can drop it in the mail to us or 
bring it with you to the February meeting.

 Our February 1 Candidates’ Forum was quite 
successful and was well attended.  The candidates 
were able to visit with voters during the Meet and 
Greet portion of our event and then answered 
questions during the Forum period.  The Forum 
gave the voters another opportunity to hear from 
the candidates and gave the candidates one 
more opportunity to convince the voters to cast 
their votes for them.  One candidate told me that 
this was the 11th forum he attended and he had 14 
more forums scheduled before election day.  From 
the feedback that I received from candidates and 
guests, the format of our forum was a good one 
and the questions were fair and the answers infor-
mative. Please remember to do your research, to 
go out and vote and to let your voice be heard.  
VOTE!

 Alice Melancon
President
alice.mcrw@gmail.com
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MCRW BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 In early February I was speaking to Commis-
sioner James Noack and he mentioned that he 
was planning to attend our Membership Social 
on February 17.  He also told me that he was 
giving MCRW $1000 to use toward our member-
ship socials this year.  
Thank you, Commissioner Noack.  Your dona-
tion to MCRW is greatly appreciated. 

MCRW THANKS 
COMMISSIONER 
JAMES NOACK

MCRW President Alice Melancon and
Senator Brandon Creighton

As Vice President of Programs for TFRW, it is my 
responsibility to schedule the speaker for the 
TFRW Board of Directors’ Luncheon.  On the 
Tuesday before the Board Meeting weekend, 
I discovered that my scheduled speaker had 
Covid.  I contacted Senator Brandon Creigh-
ton and asked if he could possibly fill in as a 
speaker.  He did more than fill in—he wowed 
everyone in attendance.  Senator Creighton 
gave an outstanding update on the last Leg-
islative Session and talked about issues that the 
Legislature will be facing in the future.  He also 
thanked TFRW for the work they did during the 
last session regarding Critical Race Theory.  Af-
ter the luncheon, the TFRW members were lined 
up trying to meet Senator Creighton and have 
their photos taken with him.  Thank you, Senator 
Creighton-job, well done!

THANK YOU, SENATOR 
BRANDON CREIGHTON
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 Judge Claudia Laird has pre-

sided over Montgomery Coun-

ty Court at Law #2 since 2011. 

Her court was awarded De-

partment of the year in 2016.  

She was also the presiding 

Administrative Judge for the 

Program
Suzanne Adams

County Courts at Law for 2015, 

2016 2020 and 2021.  The Texas 

Office of Court Administration, 

in a statewide publication de-

tailing “best practices” used 

by probate courts, recognized 

 Judge Laird in 2014, and in 

2017, the Texas Office of Court 

Administration named Coun-

ty Court at Law Number 2 a 

“model court” for guardian-

ship administration practices. 

Judge Laird has testified as a 

judicial expert on guardian-

ship before the Texas Senate 

State Affairs Committee and 

was appointed to serve on 

the Texas Judicial Council’s Civil 

Justice Advisory Committee.  In 

2020 the Texas Judicial Council 

designated her court a “Judi-

cial Center of Excellence”. Only 

four courts in Texas have re-

ceived this honor.  During Judge 

Laird’s time in office, she cre-

ated the Montgomery County 

Domestic Violence Court, and 

the Montgomery County Vet-

erans’ Court.  Most recently, 

Judge Laird was appointed 

by Texas Supreme Court Chief 

Justice Nathan Hecht to serve 

as one of two County Court at 

Law Judges on the Texas Judi-

cial Counsel.

Honorable Judge Claudia Laird
Presiding Judge of County Court at Law Number 2

Hospitality
Kathi Rickli

 I’d like to thank you all for the great response we had to our sign-up sheet.  We had almost half of it 

filled in.  The sheet will be available at every meeting, giving those of you who didn’t have a chance 

to sign up at the last one another opportunity help us out.  We are setting up a sign-up station that 

will be directly behind the Treasurer’s table.  We would appreciate it if you would visit it after you 

have paid for your lunch.  Due to Covid concerns, we are asking that desserts be individually served 

with items such as cupcakes or cookies.  We are also asking those of you bringing door prizes to each 

bring 2 prizes.  Thank you all so much for your willingness to help.



Treasurer’s Report
January 2022

Mary Lea Kirk, Treasurer
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT RESERVATIONS
 At our last meeting, there was some 

confusion as to our reservation list.  

We are presently working on a new 

reservation system which will allow 

members to make reservations on-

line. However, until them you will be 

receiving emails from  mcrepublican-

women.reservations@gmail.com

 

 Please make note of the following:

 1.  Reservations are due on the 

Friday before the meeting at 5 PM.  

Reservations after our deadline will 

be put on a waitlist and food will only 

be available if there are cancella-

tions.

 2. River Plantation must order 

food on the Monday of the week of 

our meeting.  For that reason, “A res-

ervation made is a reservation paid.”. 

Montgomery County Republican 

Women must pay for all meals that 

we order.

 3. You must make a reservation 

whether or not you are planning to 

eat.  When you make a reservation, 

indicate whether you plan to eat.  

If you are not eating at our meet-

ing, you will be asked to sit at tables 

marked Not Eating.  This allows ample 

seating for those who have paid for a 

meal. If someone who is eating wish-

es to sit with a guest who is not eating, 

that person is free to  sit at the table 

marked Not Eating. . 

 4. Your reservation is not con-

firmed until you receive an email from 

MCRW stating that your reservation is 

confirmed.

 5. Non eaters must still make 

reservations to allow for adequate 

seating.  They will be asked to sit at 

designated seats marked Not Eating.  

Our guests who are not planning to 

eat, may still enjoy coffee, tea, and 

our desserts.  

 Thank you for understanding that 

MCRW cannot afford to pay for peo-

ple who do not pay for their ordered 

meals.  Anyone making a reserva-

tion and not attending the meeting 

will be billed for the cost incurred by 

MCRW. “A Reservation Made is a Res-

ervation Paid.”

 We hope our new reservation sys-

tem will help avoid confusion at the 

check in desk and at the payment 

table.  Thank you in advance for your 

support as we work on improving our 

reservation system.
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Membership
Cindy Miller

 What a great start to the New Year!  It was fantastic to see so 

many returning members and meet new members at our first 

meeting in 2022.  

 The Membership Committee has been hard at work to make 

sure you have a great time on February 17 at the Local Pour for 

our first 2022 MCRW Social!  Please feel free to bring your spouse 

or invite a friend or neighbor and join us for a fun night! We hope 

to see you there!

  Its membership renewal time. Please don’t forget to send in 

your membership form, bring it to the Social or the next meeting, 

or feel free to ask for one.  Let’s get those forms in, please! 
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Conservative Talk
Woke Medicine is Very Unhealthy

 Last year the AMA released its 
Organizational Strategic Plan to 
Embed Racial Justice and Ad-
vance Health Equity. This remark-
ably dogmatic, Marxist manifesto 
proclaims “It is common that dis-
cussions in the field of equity be-
gin with the recognition that our 
current state was built on the land 
and labors of others in ways that 
violated the fundamental princi-
ples of equity. Another distinction 
of the equity field, which essential-
ly is an extension of this land and 
labor acknowledgment, is to initi-
ate discussion with recognition of 
the specific harms of the past in-
cluding those of the more recent 
past (termed ‘truth and reconcili-
ation’).” 

 Yes, the doctors are demand-
ing a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission and reparations. 
They want those policies to be in-

tegrated into all medical educa-
tion, hospitals and the practice of 
medicine.
 
 Among other incomprehensible 
Woke-think, the Strategic Plan 
complains that the use of calcu-
lators and artificial intelligence 
is racist and demands “just rep-
resentation of Black, Indigenous 
and Latinx people in medical 
school admissions as well as medi-
cal school and hospital leader-
ship ranks.” 
 
 Many American do not realize 
is that whites too are underrepre-
sented among physicians. This is 
at least partially the result of the 
lower admission standards ac-
corded to favored groups.

 The AMA’s Strategic Plan seeks 
absolution, proclaiming:
We acknowledge that we are 
all living off the taken ancestral 
lands of Indigenous peoples for 
thousands of years. We acknowl-
edge the extraction of brilliance, 
energy and life for labor forced 
upon people of African descent 
for more than 400 years. We cel-
ebrate the resilience and strength 
that all Indigenous people and 
descendants of Africa have 
shown in this country and world-
wide. We carry our ancestors in us, 
and we are continually called to 
be better as we lead this work….

 We envision a nation in which...
all physicians are equipped with 
the consciousness, tools and re-
sources to confront inequities 
and dismantle white suprema-
cy, racism, and other forms of 
exclusion….

 Our bold and necessary path 
forward seeks to pivot …to spe-
cific action supported by re-
source redistribution….(Empha-
sis in original)

 Racism is an ugly direction in 
which to move America. Marx-
ism has failed every place it has 
been tried. The politicization of 
medicine will not end well.

 Kenin M. Spivak is founder 
and chairman of SMI Group 
LLC, an international consulting 
firm and investment bank. He is 
the author of fiction and non-
fiction books and has served as 
a director and C-suite officer of 
public and private companies. 
Spivak has written for National 
Review, The American Mind, 
National Association of Schol-
ars, and Huffington Post. He is 
a director of the Apricity Foun-
dation, a Montgomery County-
based charitable foundation, 
and received his A.B., M.B.A., 
and J.D. from Columbia Univer-
sity.

Kenin M. Spivak
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Americanism
Virginia Miller

Criticism of the President, A Moral Obligation
 Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th 
President of the United States 
is one of my favorite American 
historical figures.  Although we 
don’t hear his quotes as often 
as those of Ronald Reagan, 
his wisdom and leadership are 
still timely today.  “TR” was a 
courageous and adventurous 
man, who overcame asthma 
and poor eyesight and spent 
his life in service to our country.  
His bravery and moral courage 
were exemplary, and inspir-
ing.  I will quote him frequently 
throughout the coming year.
 Our nation seems to be suf-
fering an “unprecedented” 
time of strife, turmoil, and anti-
American sentiment, but we 
have been here before.  Many 
times in our history, we have 
faced threats and adversity, 
from within and outside our 
borders.  We all know the sac-
rifice and deprivation of World 
Wars I and II, the Korean War, 
and the Viet Nam war.  How 
many of you were aware of 
the German Bund?
 The Amerikadeutscher Volks-
bund, or German American 
Bund was formed in 1936 to 
further the goals of the Nazi 
party.  It operated youth train-
ing camps and schools around 
the U.S., gaining thousands of 

members in 70 regions of the 
country.  The camps were akin 
to Hitler Youth training.  This ac-
tivity was 100% anti-American.  
When WWII began, assets of 
the Bund were seized, and the 
leaders arrested and deport-
ed.  It took bold action to rid 
our country of this scourge.
 In the summer of 2020, we 
watched in horror as thou-
sands of young people rioted, 
burned buildings, looted retail 
stores and destroyed prop-
erty in cities all over the coun-
try.  These were not “random 
acts”, but timed and orches-
trated attacks, organized and 
carried out by operatives who 
had been trained in camps in 
various locations.  These young 
Americans had been radical-
ized and prepared to attack 
our capitalist system.  They 
were aided and abetted by 
Antifa and BLM.  These nefari-
ous organizations were found-
ed by corrupt opportunists who 
bilked gullible do-gooders out 
of tens of millions of dollars to 
fund this destruction.
 Joe Biden, Kamala Harris, 
and the entire leadership of the 
Democrat party, have refused 
to condemn this action.  They 
have in fact, condoned and 

encouraged it, to the extreme 
detriment of our American cit-
ies.  Law and order, and public 
safety, are under siege across 
the country, in Democrat con-
trolled cities and states.  
 Biden and Harris, Pelosi, 
Schumer and many others, 
must be held accountable.  
Some feel that the “office of 
the President” must always be 
respected.  When the President 
has committed criminal or trea-
sonous acts, has aided and 
abetted such acts, or allowed 
them to go unpunished, he 
must be challenged.  Decades 
ago, Theodore Roosevelt ad-
dressed this issue, saying, “To 
announce that there must be 
no criticism of the President or 
that we are to stand by the 
President, right or wrong, is not 
only unpatriotic and servile, but 
is morally treasonable to the 
American public”.  
 I total agree with this posi-
tion.  As citizens, we are morally 
bound and obligated to speak 
out against actions of the Presi-
dent, and others in authority, 
that are illegal, immoral, or un-
ethical, or could lead to the 
destruction of our Democratic 
Republic.
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Legislation
Primary Election Information

 Early voting for the March 1 pri-
mary election begins on Valen-
tine’s Day, February 14 and ends 
on February 25.

 Here are a few interesting facts 
about voting in Texas.

 There are 4 types of voting 
methods, depending on where 
in the State of Texas you reside.  
First, some locations still use hand-
marked paper ballots.  Indelible 
markers are used so the votes 
cannot be erased.  Second are 
ballot marking devices - the vot-
ers make choices electronically 
on the device, print their ballot, 

and put the ballot in a ballot box.  
The votes are either hand count-
ed or optically scanned.  Third are 
optical scan systems.  These are 
pre-printed ballots upon which 
voters use connecting arrows or 
bubbles next to the candidates’ 
names.  Paper ballots with these 
choices are inserted into an elec-
tronic ballot counter.  Last, Direct 
Recording Electronic systems 
(DRE’s) may be used.  Voters re-
cord their selections directly into 
the machine.

 Texas has certified voting sys-
tems from two vendors - Election 
Systems & Software and Hart In-
terCivic.

 In addition, voters must present 
one of seven acceptable forms 
of voter ID when voting in person.  
These are:  Texas Driver’s License, 
Texas Election Identification Cer-
tificate, Texas Personal Identifica-
tion Card,
Texas Handgun License, U.S. Mili-
tary Identification Card, U.S. Citi-

zenship Certificate, and U.S. Pass-
port.  All of these forms of voter ID 
must have the voter’s photo on 
them.  For voters aged 18-69 the 
photo ID may be expired no more 
than 4 years before being pre-
sented to vote.  For voters 70 and 
older the photo ID may be expired 
for any length of time.

 Additionally, voters may not use 
the following in the polling place:  
cell phones, cameras, tablet com-
puters, laptop computers, sound 
recorders, or any other wireless 
communication device that can 
be use to record images or sound.

 The Texas Secretary of State, 
at Votetexas.gov, has more in-
formation on voting, including 
assistance at the polls, curbside 
voting, polling places, and voter 
registration.  Go to this website 
or call Montgomery County Elec-
tions at:  936-539-7843 (website:  
https://elections.mctx.org) for ad-
ditional information.
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POLITICAL ADVERTISING PAID FOR BY THE JAY WRIGHT CAMPAIGN

 MCRW is pleased to honor 

long time member, Mary Lea 

Kirk as their “Woman of Dis-

tinction” for 2022.     MCRW 

has been a member of MC-

WCO for a very long time 

and feels this is a great way 

to thank a member for their 

dedication to our club.  Also, 

this reminds our Montgomery 

County citizens that we sup-

port Republican conservative 

candidates and  we give back 

to the community . .   Our club 

members will be seated at the 

same table(s).   All members 

are welcome to come.  

 The Women’s of Distinction 

Luncheon is Friday, May 6, 

2022.

 At the Marriott Waterway Ho-

tel, The Woodlands, Texas.

The Doors open at 10:30 AM 

with the Program begins at 

11:00 Am.

 Luncheon Tickets are 

$65.00 each.     After April 

15th, the tickets are $75. 

  Check are payable to 

MCWCO.  Checks may be 

mailed or given to Alice Mel-

ancon (17039 Shy Leaf Ct., 

Conroe, Texas 77385) for 

questions call Alice at 713-

410-4399 or email her at al-

ice.mcrw@gmail.com.

 To view some past photos, 

go to www.mcwod.org

MONTGOMERY COUNTY WOMEN’S COUNCIL OF ORGANIZATIONS 
ANNUAL WOMEN’S OF DISTINCTION LUNCHEON   HONORING OUT STANDING 

VOLUNEERS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY ON FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2022.
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 It is with great sorrow that MCRW 

has learned of the death of longtime 

member, Kyle Harding.  Kyle passed 

away on February 1, 2022 at the age 

of 97.  

 Kyle will be remembered by her 

smile and eagerness to participate 

in MCRW activities.  She could usually 

be spotted wearing something red to 

political events.  Even at the age of 

94, Kyle participated in the July 4th 

parade in The Woodlands—riding on 

the MCRW flatbed trailer.  

 Kyle remained activie in MCRW ac-

tivities and attended MCRW meet-

ings until the last few months of her 

life.  She will be missed.

MCRW MOURNS THE 
LOSS OF 

KYLE HARDING
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MCRW thanks these businesses for purchasing ads in our newsletter.  MCRW sells business card 
advertising  for $100 per year.  These ads should not be considered as endorse-ments by the Mont-
gomery County Republican Women. If you wish to purchase an ad in this newsletter, please contact 

Lindsey Kasprzak at LoneStarLocalGuide@gmail.com for more information.

PARLIAMENTARY 
POINTER
Pearl Maggio

CONSENT: A PROVISION IN THE 
ELECTION PROCESS THAT 

ALLOWS FOR CONSENT 
WITHOUT HAVING A FORMAL 

VOTE.
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