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Happy New Year!

Dear Members,

Happy New Year, and welcome to an exciting election season! As we kick off 2026, it’s the perfect time for us to come
together, stay informed, and take action to support our values in the upcoming elections.

Engage, Educate, Act
This election is crucial for our future, and your involvement matters. Whether you're volunteering for local campaigns,
attending candidate forums, or simply talking to friends and neighbors, every effort counts. Let’s make sure we’re
actively engaging our communities and supporting candidates who align with our principles of freedom, fiscal
responsibility, and security.

Republican Women Leading the Way
Republican women, especially MCRW women, have always played a key role in shaping the political landscape, and
now more than ever, we need your voice. We have the power to drive change, and I encourage you to get involved in
any way you can from canvassing, block walking, telephoning, working the polls, to fundraising, to simply spreading
the word.

What’s Ahead in 2026
-Monthly Meetings: Stay informed with speakers and discussions on important election issues. Our January meeting
will be an evening meeting. Alice has planned a political forum where you can meet the candidates and hear their
views. Invite your friends. There is no charge for this event. There will be a meet and greet at 6:00pm with light bites
and a cash bar. Then at 6:30, there will be a short meeting and the forum will begin. Don’t miss this opportunity!
-Volunteer Opportunities: Help local candidates with canvassing and events. 

A Call to Action
I’m excited for what we’ll accomplish in 2026. Whether you’re a long-time member or new to MCRW, your support is
crucial. Be sure to renew your membership to stay involved and continue making an impact in this important year.
Let’s make 2026 a year of action and victory!

Here’s to a successful year ahead!
Keeping Texas Red!
Barbara 

SMS TEXT 
REMINDERS

PRESIDENT’S LETTER:

02/17

January 2026

MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL



PROGRAMS: ALICE MELANCON
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https://www.mcrepublicanwomen.org/general-meeting


Howdy MCRW Ladies, 
I am excited to be serving as the MCRW Caring for America chair for the next year.
Our focus for the year will be addressing food insecurity in Texas, the TFRW
biennium project. Throughout the year there will be volunteer opportunities with
the Montgomery County Food Bank, we will continue to collect donations for the
VFW food closet, and more! It is going to be a great year of caring for our
community! 

COMMITTEE UPDATES
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Membership Renewal Prize Winners:
Jo Ann Linzer and Betty Moss!

Caring for America:  Rachael Peters

Membership: Nancy Hicks

 Membership #’s: 46 primary, 27 associates, and 1 junior affiliate.

January 2026

Important GOP Site Links:

NFRW.ORG TFRW.ORGTexasGOP.org MCRW SITE GOP.COM

Campaign Activities: Pearl Maggio

Q4 total hours reported to TFRW: 11,832
Remember to track your Q1 hours!

https://www.nfrw.org/
https://www.tfrw.org/
https://texasgop.org/
https://www.mcrepublicanwomen.org/
https://gop.com/


LEGISLATIVE REPORT: KAREN CALLANAN
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MCRW Legislative Report for January 2026

Texas voters made history this year by approving all 17 constitutional amendments on the November
2025 election ballot — the largest sweep of approved amendments in a single election. Measures ranged
from tax exemptions to infrastructure funding, wildfire relief, and support for veterans.

Key Themes
-Broad Support: Every amendment received at least 54.9% approval statewide.
-Tax Relief: Several propositions restrict new taxes or expand exemptions for homeowners, veterans, and
agricultural producers.
-Infrastructure & Research: Voters backed new investments in water projects, technical colleges, and
dementia research.
-Property Protections: Amendments address wildfire‑damaged homes, border‑area property valuations,
and estate/inheritance tax prohibitions.

Summary of the 17 Amendments
Prop 1: Creates a fund to support Texas technical colleges.
Prop 2: Bans the creation of a state capital gains tax.
Prop 3: Allows judges to deny bail for certain violent felony offenses.
Prop 4: Establishes the Texas Water Fund for statewide water infrastructure.
Prop 5: Expands tax exemptions for agricultural feed and related inventory.
Prop 6: Prohibits new taxes on securities transactions (e.g., stock trades).
Prop 7: Extends homestead exemptions to surviving spouses of disabled veterans.
Prop 8: Prohibits estate and inheritance taxes in Texas.
Prop 9: Provides cost‑of‑living adjustments for retired teachers.
Prop 10: Offers temporary property tax relief for homes destroyed by wildfire.
Prop 11: Allows El Paso County to issue bonds for parks and recreation.
Prop 12: Abolishes the Galveston County treasurer’s office.
Prop 13: Raises the mandatory retirement age for state judges.
Prop 14: Creates the Centennial Parks Conservation Fund.
Prop 15: Establishes the Texas University Fund for research institutions.
Prop 16: Authorizes a special district in Harris County for flood mitigation.
Prop 17: Allows the state to prevent market value increases for properties affected by border security
infrastructure.

What This Means for Texans
These amendments collectively signal a voter preference for tax stability, infrastructure investment, and
targeted relief for homeowners, veterans, and rural communities. Texans can expect:
-More predictable tax policy with new limits on capital gains, estate, and securities‑transaction taxes.
-Improved water reliability as the state begins long‑term infrastructure upgrades.
-Support for wildfire‑affected homeowners through temporary property tax reductions.
-Strengthened higher education and research, especially in technical fields and canvas university‑level
innovation.
-Enhanced protections for property owners in border‑infrastructure zones.

Source: Texas Secretary of State has not been published but reflects confirmed that all 17 propositions
passed.
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DECEMBER MEETING MINUTES: PEARL MAGGIO January 2026

If you would like to volunteer to serve on one
of our many committees, please reach out
to the committee chair, we’d love to chat!



DECEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT: NOW VIRGINIA MILLER
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MCRW is now on
Instagram, our handle is
MoCoRW_TX! Follow us

there for updates! 

Be sure to LIKE and
FOLLOW the MCRW

Facebook PAGE. 

Let’s Connect, Follow us on Social Media

January 2026



2026 MCRW PROPOSED BUDGET FOR APPROVAL 
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January 15, 2026
SAVE THE DATE:

MCRW POLITICAL FORUM
More Details to Follow.

River Plantation Golf Club
6:00 PM Meet & Greet

Meeting/Forum begin at 6:30PM

February 2, 2026
REGISTER BY JAN. 22!

ABCs LEADERSHIP TRAINING
TFRW and Board Members

River Plantation Golf Club
550 Country Club Dr., Conroe, TX

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

February 12, 2026 MCRW BOARD MEETING More details to follow.

February 26, 2026
SAVE THE DATE:

MCRW POLITICAL FORUM
More Details to Follow.

River Plantation Golf Club
11:00 AM Meet & Greet

Meeting/ Forum begin at 11:30 AM

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MCRW sells business card ads for $100 per year. Newsletter campaign
advertisements are also available for purchase. Ads are published monthly in the

MCRW newsletter, except for July & November. These ads should not be considered
endorsements by MCRW. 

If you’d like to purchase an ad or have questions, 
please email Sabrina Amell at s.amell@citycentreinsurance.com 

Newsletter Ads:
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