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MCRW General Meeting – January 26, 2023 

River Plantation Golf Club 

550 Country Club Drive, Conroe, TX 77302 

Social 11:00 AM   Meeting 11:30 AM 

Program :  

KENIN SPIVAK 

“The Biden Administration’s Hypocrisy About Totalitarian Government” 

 

 

 

 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

You may now make your reservations on our website, 

www.mcrepublicanwomen.org 

DEADLINE:  9am Saturday, January 21, 2023 

Make note of any dietary restrictions when making your reservation. 

Please note that River Plantation’s fees have increased to $25 per plate. 

$25 cash or check payable to MCRW  $27.42 credit card (includes convenience fees) 

 River Plantation Golf Club preorders food on Monday morning. 

MCRW must pay for all meals that are ordered 

Please remember: “A reservation made is a reservation paid!” 

To protect our members, please stay home if you are feeling unwell with fever, cough, shortness of breath, or fatigue  

Political advertising paid for by Montgomery County Republican Women, Mary Lea Kirk, Treasurer,   P O Box 1766, Conroe, Tex-

as 77306  MCRW is a PAC.  Contributions are not federal tax deductible as a charitable contributions. Corporate contributions 

are not permitted. 
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A Message from our President  

Virginia Miller 

We are off to a great start this January of 2023!!  The next two years will be very trying times for America, as 

we slog through the remainder of the Biden-Harris term.  The incompetency and failing policies of this admin-

istration are a “call to action” for all who love freedom and American leadership on the world stage. Newsmax 

reports that about 3.1% of Republicans have relocated to a red state in the last three years, in order to live 

in a region that aligns more closely with their beliefs. About 7.1% of Republicans are expected to move 

to a red state in the next year, for the same reason! About 211,000 have moved to Texas so far. This pre-

sents a huge opportunity to grow our membership and influence. 

 
I have set a goal for MCRW to increase our membership by 20% during 2023. That sounds like a big num-

ber, but if each of us just brings one friend who joins, we could grow 100%!  Kat Rummell is our 2nd VP for 

Membership, and we need to load her up, with renewals and new members.  Membership growth is every 

member’s job. Talk with your friends, your daughters, and their friends, about the threats to our children’s 

and grandchildren’s futures. Women drive the vote at home, and should drive the school curriculum, and oth-

er essential values in our communities. Let’s make it happen! 

 
In the last two weeks, we have seen an amazing series of events unfold on live television.  Damar Hamlin, a 

24-year old safety with the Buffalo Bills, collapsed on the field with cardiac arrest. As paramedics fought to 

keep him alive with CPR, both teams gathered on their knees, not to protest, but to pray for Hamlin’s life! An 

ESPN anchor prayed for him on live TV.  For days, sports and news commentators on every network asked 

for prayers, that God would save Hamlin, and millions of Americans prayed. 

 
For the past decade, we have seen coaches fired for praying with their teams. Teachers have been repri-

manded for wearing a cross necklace, or mentioning God in the classroom.  I believe in miracles, and we 

saw one this week, when Damar Hamlin awakened, in sound mind, and thanked all who had prayed for his 

healing. I believe God chose this 24-year old of great faith, with a strong two-parent family, to shock our na-

tion and turn us back to Him.  We are all in God’s hands. God is in charge. The pendulum is swinging back 

to the right. Remember that whenever you become discouraged at the news.  

Kevin McCarthy was elected Speaker of the House!  It was messy, but meaningful, aggravating but produc-

tive. This week alone, McCarthy removed three of the worst Democrat offenders from their committee posi-

tions: Schiff, Omar, and Swalwell. We have waited a long time to see that. Chins up ladies!! 

 

We have many events this year that offer our members opportunities for personal growth: 

February 2-3 – Legislative Day, Austin TX 

March 28 – GHC “Original” Nuts ‘n Bolts Workshop 

Sept. 28-Oct. 1 – NFRW Convention, Oklahoma City OK 

October 12-14 – TFRW Convention, Irving TX 

I want to encourage all of you to attend at least one of these events. I plan to attend all four, to broaden my 

knowledge of TFRW, NFRW, and Republican Party workings. I want to grow my network of like-minded con-

servative women.  A day spent with great women friends is always a huge plus!! 

 
Remember the deadline for renewals is March 1. If you have not renewed by then, you will cease to receive 
TFRW emails and information, and MCRW Newsletters, and luncheon emails. We need and want each of 
you on our team, as Keep Texas Red!! 
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MCRW BOARD 2023 

POSITION NAME 

President Virginia Miller 
mvmiller881@gmail.com  
713-962-2392 

1st Vice President Programs Lindsey Kasprzak 

2nd Vice President Membership Kat Rummell 

Recording Secretary Pat Bruen 

Corresponding Secretary Alice Melancon 

Treasurer Mary Lea Kirk 

Americanism/Chaplain Liz Foley 

Awards Susan Stockholm 

Bylaws/Parliamentarian Suzanne Adams 

Campaign Activities Nancy Hicks 

Caring for America 
Caring for America-Military 

Barbara Eddleman 
Melissa Williams 

Community Engagement Marisa Rummel 

Emails Stacey Evans 

Greater Houston Council Alice Melancon 
Virginia Miller 

Hospitality Kathy Rickli 
Daphney Skelton 

Legislative Julia Morton 

Literacy/Scholarship Virginia Miller 
Brenda McGee 

Past President Alice Melancon 

Photography/Publicity Pat Spackey 

Ways and Means Virginia Miller 
Alice Melancon 

Website/Social Media Lindsey Kasprzak 

Women of Distinction Mary Lea Kirk 

Yearbook Kim Bailey 

Young Republican Outreach Melissa Williams 

Board Member at Large Pearl Maggio 

MCRW FACEBOOK PAGE 

 

 

 

Are you a member of the MCRW Fa-

cebook page?  If not, please request 
to join!  We are listed on Facebook as 
Montgomery County Republican 
Women-Texas.  Facebook is a great 
way to keep up with what is happen-
ing in our club throughout the month. 
Be sure to share our posts!  That’s 
a great way to let others know of our 
news. 

PARLIAMENTARY POINTER

 Suzanne Adams 

MCRW is now accepting payment for 2023 dues.  A member-

ship form is in this newsletter. You can mail in your form with 

your payment or bring the form and payment to the January 

meeting. 

 

mailto:mvmiller881@gmail.com
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JANUARY PROGRAM 

 

KENIN SPIVAK 

“The Biden Administration’s Hypocrisy About Totalitarian Government” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kenin M. Spivak is founder and chairman of SMI Group LLC, an international consulting firm and 
investment bank. He is the author of fiction and non-fiction books and has served as a director and 
C-suite officer of public and private companies, including film studio MGM/UA, hair care leader 
John Paul Mitchell Systems, and the maker of Emergen ‘C. He was a Merrill Lynch investment 
banker and an attorney. Spivak is co-founder and chairman of a film studio in Canada, an investor 
in mines and refineries in Peru, and a biofuels refining and trading company with operations in In-
dia, the UAE and Indonesia. He regularly contributes to the National Review, Claremont Institute’s 
The American Mind, publications of the National Association of Scholars, One American News Net-
work, podcasts and radio programs. He produced and hosted radio and television public affairs se-
ries in New York City, and holds multiple patents for wireless technologies. Spivak was chairman of 
the Editorial Board of the Knowledge Exchange Business Encyclopedia, and the longest serving 
director of the RAND Corporation Center for Corporate Ethics and Governance. He received an 
A.B., M.B.A., and J.D. from Columbia University. 

CARING FOR AMERICA 

     Barbara Eddleman 

 

 

Happy New Year!  As we begin 2023, the board selected as one of our projects, God’s Garage.  

As many of you know, God’s Garage has been in the process of building a new larger multi-

purpose garage and ministry facility.  The 9,800 sq. ft. facility will significantly increase their ca-

pacity to serve single mothers, widows and wives of deployed military and their children. 

MCRW has been invited to celebrate the grand opening.  We will get to tour the brand-new of-

fice and garage space and hear an encouraging word from the executive director and Conroe 

city officials.  The grand opening will be Saturday, February 18
th
, 11 AM-12PM, at 2100 East Da-

vis Street, Conroe, Texas 77301. MCRW and its members contributed to this new facility and it 

would be great to have a good group of our members attend the grand opening.  Women sup-

porting Women!  Hope to see you there! 
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                     GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

       MONTGOMERY COUNTY REPUBLICAN WOMEN 

                     River Plantation Golf Club 

                         December 1, 2022 

 

The meeting was CALLED TO ORDER by President Alice Melancon at 11:30 a.m. with 45 members and 2 
guests present.  Virginia Miller (Chaplain/Americanism Chairperson) led us in PRAYER and the PLEDGES 
to our flags.  Alice welcomed everyone and recognized elected officials.  The October meeting MINUTES 
were approved as printed; the TREASURER’S REPORT will be filed for financial review. 

 

In the PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS, Alice recognized that today we’ll be having our installation of new offic-
ers for 2023 and that we’ll all participate in putting together welcome bags for Fisher House residents.  Al-
ice mentioned that Republicans represented 51% of the national vote in the November General Election.  
Both our State of Texas and also Montgomery County elected all Republicans to office.  We’ve also gained 
control of the U. S. House of Representatives.  Alice introduced our current MCRW Board and thanked 
them for their service throughout the past two years.  She highlighted all the MCRW accomplishments and 
activities throughout 2022.  Our biennial fundraiser of 2021 was so successful that we had plenty of money 
to share with the charities we support and also with the Republican candidates who had opponents in the 
November General Election.  She thanked all MCRW members for assisting with these campaigns and with 
all our 2022 activities. 

 

In COMMITTEE REPORTS, Barbara Eddleman (VP/Membership) stated that we still have 115 full mem-
bers.  Concerning Caring for America, Alice reported that we donated $250 to Wreaths Across America and 
$150 to VFW Post 4709. 

 

Suzanne Adams (VP/Programs) introduced our Keynote Speaker, Bryan Christ, Montgomery County Re-
publican Party Chairman, who related to us some post-election information.  Montgomery County is ex-
tremely powerful in the State of Texas because of our high percentage of people voting Republican.  In 
statewide elections, our county essentially balances out the very large Harris County with their strong Dem-
ocrat voting versus our MC Republican voters.  Montgomery County was the third strongest Republican 
voting county in the United States.  We must remain vigilant to continue that record in the future. 

 

Judge Jay Wright performed the MCRW Installation of Officers ceremony.  The new 2023 officers are the 
following:  President, Virginia Miller; First Vice President, Lindsey Kasprzak; Second Vice President Kat 
Rummell; Recording Secretary, Pat Bruen; Corresponding Secretary, Alice Melancon and Treasurer, Mary 
Lea Kirk. 

 

In NEW BUSINESS, members assembled welcome bags for the Fisher House residents, families of veter-
ans who are hospitalized.  Stacey Evans and Melissa Williams have chaired that special committee. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS through January 2023 include the following:  MCRW Board of Directors Meetings on 
December 8

th
 and January 12

th
 and the MCRW General Meeting on January 26

th
. 

 

ADJOURNMENT was at 12:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bettie Moss 

Recording Secretary 
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              TREASURER’S REPORT  
           December 1 – December 31, 2022 

                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                          GENERAL FUND                         
BEGINNING BALANCE                                                                                             $33,112.38                            

INCOME 
                                                                                                                                                                    
12/01/2022      MCR Square                                                      $ 113.91 
                                                                                                                                                          
12/01/2022       Lunch                                                                  $750.00 
                                                                                                                                                                 
12/20/2022       Members                                                            $755.00 
SUB TOTAL                                                                                                               $ 1,618.91  
                                                                                                                                                                         
TOTAL INCOME                                                                                                       $34,731.29                                                    

                                                                    Expenses 
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                    
12/01/2022      Lunch Desert                                                            $120.00 
                                                                                                                                                                  
12/05/2022      Gift Card                                                                   $262.312 
                                                                                                                                                                 
12/09/2022      River Plantation Golf Club (lunch)                      $1,149.82 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
12/14/2022      Romano ’Macaroni Grill (Membership)             $230.00 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             
2/22/2022       Speed Printing (News Letter)                                $221.25 
 
TOTAL EXPENSES        $1,983.42 

CLOSING BALANCE                                                                             $32,747.87 

HOSPITALITY 

Kathy Rickli 

Daphney Skelton 

It's a brand New Year and a brand new opportunity to sign up for this year's desserts and/or door 
prizes.  There will be sign-up sheets every meeting for you to peruse.  They will be on the creden-
za directly behind the payment table.  We are always grateful and amazed by the generosity of 
our members.  Thank you all, and Happy New Year!  

 



 8 

                                           MEMBERSHIP 

                                            Kat Rummell 

Happy New Year!! 

2023 is here and MCRW is already off to a great start!! THANK YOU TO ALL that have renewed 

their memberships! If you have not renewed, please fill out our membership form and get it in. I’m 

happy to announce our newest members and hope everyone will make them feel welcome. We are 

glad to have you join us.  Welcome to MCRW!!! We are excited at what 2023 will bring!!! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

 

Janice Cain Barbara Mikeska 

Bootsie Halloway Cynthia Stinnett 

Kathy Ives Janice Thigpen 

Charlotte Lema 

CARING FOR AMERICA 

MILITARY 

Melissa Williams 

MCRW members delivered 100 “Welcome” bags to Fisher House Houston, located in the Mi-
chael E. DeBakey Medical Center in Houston.  The Fisher House Foundation builds comfort 
homes where military & veteran families can stay free of charge, while a loved one is in the 
hospital.  These homes are located at military and VA medical centers around the world. 
 
These Fisher Houses are so helpful to those families who are dealing with the stressful situa-
tion of a veteran in the VA hospital.  Hopefully, having our care package on arrival will provide 
help to them as they are trying to settle in to their rooms.   
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AMERICANISM 

Liz Foley 

New Year – New Beginnings 

Happy New Year! As we put the hustle and bustle of 2022 and all of its challenges and opportuni-

ties behind us, it is incumbent we set our sights on what 2023 has to offer and what we can do to 

continue to be Americans our Founding Fathers would be proud to know. 

“Those who do not learn history are doomed to repeat it” – attributed to writer/philosopher George 

Santayana. In its original form it read, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to re-

peat it”. With this in mind as I write and submit articles for our organization my 2023 focus will be on 

our Founders and their words of wisdom I feel confident are as applicable today as they were 246 

years ago and that will guide us as we work to fulfill our mission. 

The mid-terms have passed and the 2024 Presidential Election is on the horizon, lessons learned 

should be taken into serious consideration for future elections; however, the Texas Legislature 

meets this year so we have some immediate priorities as we work to support our elected officials to 

pass or “kill bills” in the best interest of Texas and our values. As shared by Bryan Christ, MCRP 

Chairman, in the December 2022 Newsletter:  A Resolution was passed refocusing the Party 

efforts on a UNIFIED STRONG REPUBLICAN Community. As our Founders led the way to the 

birth of a new Republic we all need to make the commitment to stand unified and support our Re-

publican Community.  

As we make or refocus on “resolutions” in the New Year, each of us should ask “What can I do to 

support a Unified Strong Republican Community?” 

January 8, 1790 George Washington delivered the first Annual Message to a Joint Session of Con-

gress, what we now know as the State of the Union. Washington was responsible, as the leader of 

this new and vibrant country, to most overwhelming of tasks:  interpreting the Constitution, defining 

the three branches roles in government and most applicable to where we are today, creating a uni-

fied national identity…emphasis on unified. 

Washington understood the magnitude of his responsibility and the precedents he would be setting 

as the first executive leader for our new country already wary any position with power rivaling that of 

a King. While there is no perfect leader, Washington, while under constant scrutiny never forgot the 

power of the people as so eloquently stated in this quote from the address:  “I have no conception 

of a more delicate task, than that, which is imposed by the Constitution on the Executive,” adding 

“So necessary is it, at this crisis, to conciliate the good will of the People: and so impossible is it, in 

my judgment, to build the edifice of public happiness, but upon their affections.” 

As we begin our journey into this new and glorious year given to us by the grace of God, we should 

all remember and keep in our prayers our elected officials that they too keep the “will of the People” 

as their guiding beacon and that “we the People” support those we have elected to insure Freedom 

and Prosperity. God Bless the United States of America and God Bless Texas! 
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TEXAS LEGISLATURE IS NOW IN SESSION 

Lawmakers began work on January 10, 2023 for their biennial legislative session. The State Legis-

lature will meet for 140 days in regular session.  During this time, they’ll debate over the state budg-

et, school issues, border security and property taxes, among other issues.  They will pass laws and 

decide how to spend the state’s money for the next two years.   

The Republican Party of Texas has identified its top priorities for this legislative session.  Here are 

the official 2023 Texas GOP Legislative Priorities as identified by the Republican Party of Texas 

1. Protect our Elections 
2. Secure the Border and Protect Texans 
3. Ban Gender Modification of Children 
4. Stop Sexualizing Texas Kids 
5. Ban Democrat Chairs 
6. Abolish Abortion in Texas 
7. Defend Our Gun Rights 
8.   Parental Rights and Educational Freedom 

 
The best way to prepare for the session is to attend Legislative Day on Friday, February 3rd, at the 

AT&T Conference Center in Austin.  

TFRW LEGISLATIVE DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

The 88th legislative session  began on January 10th and our TFRW Red Heels will hit the Capitol 

halls soon after. With hundreds of bills already filed, it promises to be a very exciting, lively ses-

sion. To prepare TFRW members for the session, our biennial Legislative Day will be held  in Aus-

tin on Friday, February 3rd, at the AT&T Conference Center. The day will be structured like our 

2021 Legislative Day, full of exceptional training on how to follow a bill, how to testify, and how to 

contact your elected official. Elected officials will join us and you’ll have an opportunity to visit with 

them. 
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KNOW YOUR LEGISLATORS 

 

Senator Brandon Creighton 

Senate District 4 

Throughout his legislative career, Brandon Creighton’s priorities have distinguished him as a genuine defend-
er of conservative values.  He has relentlessly hammered excessive taxation, pursued “loser pays” tort re-
form, passed drug testing for unemployment benefits, stood up for Texas’ 10

th
 Amendment rights and effec-

tively blocked Obamacare’s Medicaid expansion.  

Senator Creighton is an eighth-generation Montgomery County resident.  He is a graduate of the University of 
Texas and holds his Doctor of Jurisprudence from Oklahoma City University School of Law.  In his spare 
time, he enjoys Texas history, sports, hunting, and fishing  

Representative Steve Toth 

House District 15 

State Representative Steve Toth is a small business owner representing South Montgomery County in the 
Texas House of Representatives. With a background in business consulting and construction, He and his 
wife currently run My Pool Xpert, a pool service company. 
 
Representative Toth was first elected to serve House District 15 in 2012, and was re-elected in 2018 and 
2020. In the Texas House, Representative Toth passed the CSCOPE Transparency Act which led to the 
eventual elimination of this Common Core in Texas schools.  

Representative Will Metcalf 

House District 16 

State Representative Will Metcalf is a sixth-generation resident of Montgomery County and an accomplished 

business leader. Throughout his legislative career, Representative Metcalf has worked tirelessly to advocate 

for Montgomery County’s conservative values such as strengthening our presence on the border, fighting for 

taxpayers, being unapologetically pro-life, defending the second amendment and strengthening local schools 

 
Representative Metcalf was raised in Conroe and is a graduate of Conroe ISD and Sam Houston State Uni-
versity, where he earned a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice. Rep. Metcalf and his wife Megan have 
been married for 14 years and are the proud parents of beautiful nine-year old twin daughters, Amelia and 
Elizabeth.  
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SWEARING IN CEREMONIES 

Below are photos of the swearing in ceremonies of two of the candidates who received financial 

contributions from MCRW.  We congratulate all newly elected public officials and invite them to 

attend our monthly meetings.   

                      

  Justice Jay Wright 9
th

 Court of Appeals               Audrey Young State Board of Education 

 

 

MCRW OFFERS OUR SYMPATHY TO NELDA BLAIR 

We offer our sympathy to our member Nelda Blair.  Nelda’s husband, Jim Blair, passed away on 

January 3, 2023.  Jim was a successful attorney and was known for his generosity to charitable 

organizations.  He was particularly supportive of the Montgomery County Food Bank where he 

revitalized the “Backpack Buddy” program.   

Jim Blair’s funeral services were held at First Baptist Church in The Woodlands on Monday, Jan-
uary 9.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Montgomery County Food Bank “Backpack 
Buddy” program to avoid hunger for children in our own community. #1 Food for Life Way, 
Conroe, Texas 77385 or www.mcfoodbank.org. 
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MCRW sell business cards for $100 per year. They are published monthly in our newsletters (except the months of 

July and November).  These ads should not be considered endorsements by MCRW.  If you are interested in pur-

chasing a business card ad, please contact Alice Melancon at 713-410-4399 or at alice.mcrw@gmail.com. 

  

 

                                  Greetings From Greater Houston Council! 

 

The Greater Houston Council of Federated Republican Women is a coalition of 38 Federated Republican 

Women’s Clubs in 13 surrounding counties of Houston. GHC works with TFRW and NFRW by coordinat-

ing and supporting its Member Clubs and encouraging them through program and membership growth. 

We have quarterly meetings which all are invited to! The next event is our yearly Nuts ‘N Bolts Workshop. 

This will be March 28, 2023. Check in will begin at 8:30A. It will be held at Trini Mendenhall Community 

Center. 1414 Wirt Road, Houston TX 77055.  

If you’re interested in learning about the “Nuts ‘N Bolts” from successful people, this is the workshop for 

you! Our event will help Treasurers, Membership, Presidents. Learn about the Legislative position, Fund-

raisers, how to run a successful meeting and much more! Lunch is included in the cost of this event. 

Please see the Registration Form for more information. 

Register early! 

Any questions, call: 

Amy Byers 

VP Membership, GHC 

936-444-7272 
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Montgomery County Republican Women 

P O Box 1766 

Conroe, TX  77305 

Political advertising paid for by Montgomery County Republican Women, Mary Lea Kirk,  Treasurer, P O Box 1766 Conroe, TX  

77305.  MCRW is a PAC. Contributions are not federal tax deductible as charitable contributions.  Corporate Contributions are not 

permitted.  

Visit our website                                                                    

www.mcrepublicanwomen.org 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Jan. 26, 2023 MCRW General Meeting River Plantation Golf Club 

11:00  AM Social    11:30 AM  Meeting 

Feb. 3, 2023 TFRW Legislative Day ATT  Executive Education and Conference Center  

Austin, TX 

Feb. 4, 2023 TFRW Board of Directors 

Meeting 

ATT Hotel and Conference Center 

Austin, TX 

Feb. 9, 2023 MCRW Board of Directors 

Meeting 

10:00 AM  Grace Church 

MCRW Board members at our January Board of Directors meeting. 


